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Doctoral Dissertation Abstract

The principal thesis of the doctoral dissertation is the following: the Latin classics had a stronger impact on the formation of Latin literacy in medieval Hungary than it has been acknowledged before. The Introduction elaborates on the relevance of the methods of the disciplines of Classics and Medieval Studies and locates the scope of the dissertation in the field of the philological study of Medieval Latin and the classical tradition in the Middle Ages. The justification of the subject is provided by the definition of the Latin classics, classici in Roman antiquity and auctores in the Middle Ages – a distinct category of the standard Latin author. The selection of the four major sources from the fragmented evidence is based on their value of carrying information on the various channels of influence. These four sources serve as points of departure for the four chapters of the dissertation. By exploring the complex system of filters but avoiding over-interpretation, the dissertation aims at opening new insights on the reception of the Latin classics in medieval Hungary. A disclaimer explains the exclusion of sources such as charters, law codes, historical and hagiographic accounts, and liturgical texts.

Chapter One on The Cathedral School departs from the letter of Bishop Fulbert of Chartres to Bishop Bonipert of Pécs about the Latin grammar of Priscian. It examines the role of Priscian’s comprehensive grammar as a mediator of the Latin classics in the medieval curriculum as well as the features of Fulbert’s and Bonipert’s career relevant to the sending of the grammar from the cathedral of Chartres to that of Pécs. Giving an overview of the grammatical holdings of cathedral schools in Central Europe, the chapter concludes that Bishop Bonipert’s book request aimed at teaching advanced Latin at the cathedral school of Pécs.

Chapter Two on The “Admonitions” of King Saint Stephen of Hungary is a Latinist analysis of an anonymous mirror of princes. Examining the influence of Biblical Latin, it provides an overview of the Carolingian antecedents with special reference to the classical influence on the literary genre of the mirror of princes. The adaptation of the organic metaphor to the representation of the bishops and the use of the medieval concept of Rome in the work show a degree of classical Latin influence on its composition. A set of direct and indirect textual parallels to classical, patristic, and medieval works is also appended.

Chapter Three on The “Deliberatio” of Bishop Saint Gerard of Csanád offers a detailed philological study of the classical aspects of an exegetical treatise. Highlighting some of the relevant medieval glosses in the manuscript, the chapter examines the author’s patristic sources and classical quotations. His ambivalent approach to the seven liberal arts and especially his use of the technical terms of ancient rhetoric are subject to careful discussion. The lexical and stylistic peculiarities of Book One provide a case study for the textual analysis of the author’s Latinity – as well as his use of various literary conventions such as the way of addressing a fictive audience. A set of direct and indirect textual parallels to classical, patristic, and medieval works is also appended.

Chapter Four on The Monastic School is devoted to the classical items in the book list of the Benedictine monastery of Pannonhalma: Cicero, Lucan, Donatus, and the Dicta Catonis. It examines the role of these school authors in the late antique grammatical tradition as well as in the patristic, Carolingian, and medieval curriculum. Giving an overview of the classical holdings of monastic schools in Central Europe, the chapter concludes that the Latin classics served the purpose of teaching elementary and advanced Latin at the monastic school of Pannonhalma.

The Conclusion finds that the material raises complex questions that are to be solved in their complexity. Among the general findings, it highlights the average training in Latin and the second-hand knowledge of the Latin classics – compared to the major centers of learning in the West. While the principal thesis of the doctoral dissertation is proven correct on the basis of the philological study of the four major sources, it shall be tested in the directions of further research that embrace the notion of the imported mainstream culture, the study of the sources excluded, and the broadening of the chronological and geographical scope.
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