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Olha Kozubska-Andrusiv

Urban Development and German Law in Galician Rus’ during the Thirteenth - Fifteenth Centuries
Doctoral Dissertation Abstract

The aim of this dissertation is to trace the history of urban development in Galician Rus’ from the thirteenth to the fifteenth century to see what impact the adoption of the so-called “German law” had on towns, or, in other words, to study the process of the adoption of the law and its role in the emergence of full-fledged medieval towns in the region. In the secondary literature, German law (or more precisely the ius theutonicum Magdeburgense mentioned in Ruthenian privileges) was assumed to be a special form of urban law, perhaps the law of Magdeburg adapted and applied in local urban centers, dating the formation of “a town in a legal sense.” When a new “law” was being granted (including a proclamation of the withdrawal of old “laws”) one must ask what it consisted of. The primary medieval sources collected for this research did not give, at first glance, any idea of the “normative” content of the new “law,” assuming that “law” should be a certain set of “norms” and rules, ideally a codified set.

Turning to the secondary literature for help revealed how scholars solved a similar problem for other regions; they first looked at the sources for the law of Magdeburg , and then tried to find similar sources in the region under consideration, searching the content of “town law books” and other legal manuscripts. This method did not work, however, in the case of Galician Rus’ because the legal manuscripts with which the new “law” supposedly spread are practically absent. The impossibility of conducting traditional research based on written sources for Magdeburg law has caused a crisis which points to the need for clarification of what is ius theutonicum: first, how was this term understood in the secondary literature? And second, even more importantly, how did medieval sources refer to it? 

To that end, the study of urban development in Galician Rus’ has been supplemented with questions of legal history: in order to learn what impact ius theutonicum had on towns, one has to clarify what ius theutonicum actually was (and, eventually, what it wasn’t). Consequently my dissertation consists of two principal parts, corresponding to two directions used in approaching the subject: urban studies seen from a functional point of view and legal history. 

The first approach presents towns under the Magdeburg law of Galician Rus’ that had emerged by the end of the fifteenth century, their development before (if applicable), and after obtaining separate legal status. In general, the aim is to reveal the character of settlements with Magdeburg law called towns in documents and to indicate how “urban” (in terms of their functions) the new foundations were. The proposed model for urban development in Galician Rus’ is based on the role of towns as central places, functioning as economic, administrative, legal, and religious centres for their hinterlands. Nevertheless, due to the scarce source material it is not possible to apply central place theory – an interdisciplinary approach borrowed from human geography – in its full dimension. The method used was to reveal the economic, administrative/legal and religious/cultural functions of a site (i.e., its central functions) through documentary sources and, adding available architectural sources, to identify urban topographic development. 

The second part of this dissertation focuses on the ius theutonicum Magdeburgense, attempting to understand what ius theutonicum meant for contemporaries (i.e., medieval people). It starts with the present understanding of the term and its validity. This is followed by a detailed analysis of the available privileges for Magdeburg law issued for towns in Galician Rus,’ functions of ius theutonicum, and possible parallels. The result was not an identification or “reconstruction” of a particular “law” or combination of different “laws” adopted in town courts of Galician Rus’ under the term ius theutonicum.  It was rather a recognition that the notion called ius theutonicum in documents, was an adaptable pattern applicable to different conditions, a model with many variants  including, but not limited to,  a strong legal component. 
Evaluating the urban development of Galician Rus’ in a broader context, one should mention some of its distinctive features. For instance, the chronological framework for the adoption of German law was different: in Galician Rus’ the new system appeared about 50-100 years later than in Poland or Hungary. Galician Rus’ (and later the whole of Ukraine) was a territory where Magdeburg law became merely a technical term (defining a particular type of settlement, the status of its inhabitants and relations to a landowner) and did not imply any connection to Magdeburg itself, in contrast to Silesian towns and even Cracow, where legal contacts were evident.

 At the same time, despite all the important regional differences, it is striking, how similar some aspects of urban development were in medieval Galician Rus’ compared to other European regions. This is not to assume that towns developed under similar circumstances and in a similar way everywhere in Europe; different degrees of the influence of a central power, social, and economic factors were decisive as shaping and differentiating forces. Among the similarities one could mention the role of territorial lords in establishing settlements with urban functions and that many towns originated from power centers of different kinds. Another common point is that a town emerged in the process of the concentration of different functions, especially the concentration of crafts and trade in a specified place and the emancipation from strict dependence on their lords, in which the towns’ legal setup played an important role. Moreover, sets of urban markers developed for the study of urban centers in Western Europe are also applicable in the context of town history in Galician Rus’. And finally, what is revealed here is an echo of the most recent studies (fromeither the East or West) that have viewed towns as settlements with a multi-layered development, as settlements whose origin and growth cannot be revealed in mono-causal explanations.   
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