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ABSTRACT 
 

 

In this dissertation I intend to investigate the history and theory of national literary epic poetry 

in Europe, paying particular attention to its development among Albanians, Croats, 

Montenegrins, and Serbs.  

 

The first chapters will be devoted to the elaboration of a proper theoretical background and 

historical framing to the concept of national epic poetry and its role in the cultivation of national 

thought in Europe. The second part will flesh out national epos among Albanians and South 

Slavs by the means of a comparative analysis of some epics belonging to these literary cultures. 

In order to carry a comparison methodologically as solid as possible, I will investigate how the 

authors of epos have dealt with three key elements which I regard as crucial in the context of 

cultural nationalism: The study of these three elements, i.e. kinship, religion, and patriotism, 

constitute what I would like to call the “Tripod model”. 

 

Whereas the importance of folk traditions in European cultural nationalism has been the focus 

of many valuable studies, the elaboration and communication of national/nationalistic ideas by 

the means of literary epics has met with relatively little attention from the scholarly world, 

despite the relevance some of these epics had (and still have) in many East European countries. 

By investigating the theory and history of national epic poetry, this project aims at filling this 

gap by providing an original contribution to the study of cultural nationalism in Europe. 
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Méditerranée orientale 1854-1923: contraintes locales et enjeux internationaux by Anastassios 



  CEU  D O C T O R A L  SC H O O L  O F  H I S T O R Y  

 

7 

 

Anastassiadis (ed.), Athens: Ecole française d'Athènes, 2013, in European Review of History: 

Revue europeenne d'histoire, Volume 22, Issue 3, 2015, pp. 519-521. 

The Making and Breaking of Soviet Lithuania. Memory and Modernity in the Wake of War by 

Violeta Davoliūtė, Abingdon & New York: Routledge, 2013, in Europe-Asia Studies, Volume 

66, Issue 10, 2014, pp. 1748-1749. 

The Kosova Liberation Army: Underground War to Balkan Insurgency, 1948-2001 by James 

Pettifer, London: Hurst & Company, 2013, in European Review of History: Revue europeenne 

d'histoire, Volume 21, Issue 1, 2014, pp. 145-146. 
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