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ABSTRACT

The thesis sets itself the challenge of reinterpreting conflicting nationalisation projects and state
Magyarisation policies in Dualist Hungary (1867-1918) from the perspective of proper names,
their construal and uses. It is structured according to the different classes of names; personal
(given and family) names, street names and place names (settlement names, hydronyms, names
of surface features). Common to these was that they all embodied national historical imaginaries
promoted by dominant or non-dominant national elites, and through the study of their social
pathways, it is in many a case possible to assess how far the related imaginaries resonated with
broader publics. Therefore, the thesis makes a case for proper names as ideal objects of research
in the quest for historical constructs and their fates in social life, and offers more generally valid

considerations and research designs for their historical study.
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