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(Dis)Embodied Presences of Tito. Sounds, Voices, Images

A dissertation in history
presented to the Faculties of the Central European University

in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Abstract

This dissertation is a study of representation of Tito. It delineates the long process by which Josip
Broz Tito, the president of the socialist Yugoslavia, became the constitute concept of the Yugoslav
state, but then also came to personify the country itself. Tito emerged in the Second World War as
the victorious leader of the victorious partisan army that defeated a much stronger and infamous
enemy: the Nazi Germany. Being proclaimed as an important figure on the side of the Allies, he
started his domestic and foreign life-path of fame. Amidst the shreds of the first Yugoslav state that
disappeared in the flame of the fratricidal war, the Yugoslav Communist Party he led acted as the
unifying factor which was the crucial driving force behind the project of the new Yugoslav state.
But beyond that, the dissertation shows how Tito was much more than “only” the Yugoslav
president: it demonstrates how Tito physically became the Yugoslav state. The starting hypothesis
of the thesis is that representation and power share the same underlying nature, as they both
reproduce the conditions that make their reproduction possible. We show in this case that the effect
of representation is indeed power. In the Yugoslav case, it happened that Tito’s natural body
became the embodiment of central power, and it also became the name and the face of the Yugoslav
social body (body politic). Tito incorporated the Office of the president, and his name and figure
were treated by the Yugoslav laws in exactly the same way as other national state insignia (coat of
arms, anthem, flag). Which means that he was not allowed to die, even after his physical body left

this world. He was the King, and the King, as we know, never dies.
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